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British, French, and Dutch
Guiana. The general term Guiana
is sometimes used to include
Brazilian Guiana, territory lying
to the S. The surface slopes gently
from the level coastal tract to the
Tumuc Humac range in the S. and
to the Pacaraima range in the W.
Large forested areas, inhabited by
wild Indians, exist towards the S.,
which is partly unexplored. Before
1793 this region was divided be-
tween France, Spain, Portugal, and
Holland. Its coasts were first
explored by Spaniards in 1499-
1500. See Arawak ; consult also
Guiana: British, Dutch, and
French, J. Rodway, 1912.

Guiana, BRITISH. The only
British territory in S. America. It
is bounded N. bv the Atlantic,

____________. S: by Brazil, W.

by Venezuela, and
E. by Surinam.
It includes the
settlements of
Essequibo, Ber-
bice, and Demer-
ara, and has an
area of 83,000 sq.
m. Inland for a
distance of from
10 m. to 40m., the country consists
of rich alluvial flats and mudbanks
deposited by the numerous rivers.
This coastal strip is the only part
under cultivation, and virtually
the only part inhabited. The land
thereafter rises towards the in-
terior and culminates in the ranges
of Pacaraima and Acaray in the
S.W. and W., Roraima, in the
former, reaching aii alt. of 8,625 ft.
The chief rivers are the Esse-
quibo (600 m.), the Berbice
(350 m.), and the Demerara (180
m.)- The first drains more than
half the country ; the Demerara
admits steamers to Georgetown,
the capital. The Corentyn or
Courantyne on the E. boundary,
Demerara, Barima, and Berbice
are navigable for about 100 m.
from their mouths, other streams
for short distances only, being ob-
structed by rapids and cataracts.
The climate is hot and the rainfall
heavy; fever is prevalent in the
low-lying districts.

The chief products are sugar,
rice, coconuts, coffee, cacao, wild
rubber, maize, wheat, vanilla, and
citrus fruits. Cattle, sheep, horses,
pigs, goats, and donkeys are
reared. Chief exports are bauxite
(2 million tons in 1951), sugar,
rum, timber, balata, rice. Gold is
mined and precious stones include
diamonds of high quality. There
are about 154 m. of rly. opened for
traffic. In addition there are
366 m. of good roads and 319 m. of

river navigation and canals. Air-
ways operate within the colony and
to the W. Indies and U.S.A.

The colony has a governor; a
constitution giving adult suffrage
was introduced and suspended
(owing to Communist infiltration
of the majority party) in 1953.
The huge water lily Victoria regia
was found on the Berbice. Kaieteur
Falls on the Potaro rank with Nia-
gara and Victoria Falls, dropping.
741 ft. over a channel 300 ft. wide.
The colony was originally founded
by the Dutch, who settled on the
Essequibo c. 1620. In 1781 it was
captured by the British and, after
changing owners several times,
was ceded to the British in 1814.
Two sites, one 25 m. up Demerara
river, the other at Makouria 40 m.
up Essequibo river, were leased to
the U.S.A. under the Anglo-
American naval agreement of 1940
(see Atlantic Bases). The unit of
currency in the colony is the
dollar. The est. pop. in 1953 was
466,000.

Bibliography. Tropical Wild Life
in B.G., W. Beebe, G. I. Hartly,
and P. G, Howes, 1917 ; Laws of
B.G., Sir C. Major, 1930; Con-
stitutional History of B.G., Sir C.
dementi, 1937.

Guiana, DUTCH. This territory,
also called Surinam, is so described
in this Encyclopedia.

Guiana) FRENCH. Oversea de-
partment of France, in S. America,
until 1947 a colony. It lies
between Surinam on the W.
amd Brazil on the E. and S.,
while the Atlantic washes its shores
on the N. Area 34,740 sq. m. The
Maroni river flows along its W.
boundary, and the Oyapock marks
the E. frontier. Other rivers are
the Ouya, Sinnimari, Mana. and
Approuague. The continuation of
the Acaray range or Tumuc Humac
mountains extends along the S.
boundary. The flat alluvial tract
on the coast is exceedingly-fertile;
while vast areas are forested.

The chief products are sugar,
coffee, cacao, rice, maize, manioc,
and bananas. Gold mining is the
principal industry. Rubber, pepper,
spices, rum, rosewood essence,
woods, hides, balata, and fish glue
are exported. The colony includes
the so-called island of Cayenne,
on which stands the capital of the
same name. It is separated from
the mainland by the forking of a
river. The chief ports are Cayenne
(which has an airport), Oyapock,
and St. L&urent-du-Maroni. The
colony is administered by a
governor assisted by a council,
and is represented in the French
parliament by a deputy.

Francesco Guic-

ItaUan historian
From a, print

French settlers arrived at
Cayenne in 1604. In 1763 the
French government dispatched
12,000 emigrants to the colony,
but nearly all succumbed to the
ravages of disease and the climate.
Captured by the British and
Portuguese in 1809, it was re-
turned to France in 1814. From
1852 it was a penal settlement,
Alfred Dreyfus being a notable
prisoner, but in 1946 the trans-
portation of convicts ended. In
1943 popular opinion caused the
authorities to sever relations with
Vichy and adhere to General de
Gaulle. Pop. (1955) 27,863.
Guicciardini, FRANCESCO
(1483-1540). Italian historian.
A Florentine, born March 6, 1483,
contemporary
and friend of
Machiavelli,
he was a prac-
tical man of
affairs, and has
been described
as the realist
where Machia-
velli was the
idealist. De-
spite holding
frequently op-
posite views,
he cynically adapted himself to
the service of rulers, popes, or
Medici. In 1534 he retired and
devoted himself to his great
History of Italy from 1490 to 1532,
a translation of which into English
by A. P. Goddard was published
in ten volumes, 1755-59; with
all its defects, one of the most
valuable histories ever written.
Guicciardini'a other writings in-
clude a series of political aphor-
isms, described as "corruption
codified and elevated to a rule of
life." He died May 23, 1540.
Pron. Gwitchardeenee.
Gnicrioli, TERESA, COUNTESS
(1802-73). Italian mistress of Lord
Byron (q.v.). Daughter of Count
Gamba of Ravenna, she was
married in her 17th year to a
man of 60. She was introduced to
Byron in April, 1820, and became
infatuated with him. Thence-
forward, thanks to an alternately
complacent and jealous husband_
(from whom she was subsequently
separated), she was associated
with the poet to the end of his life
She later married the Marquis
Rouffle* de Boissy. In 1868 she
published her intimate study of
Byron. Consult The Last Attach-
ment, I. Origo, 1949.
Guided Missile.   See Missile.
Guides, CORPS OF. Former unit
of the Indian army. The corps
was raised in 1847 by Sir Harry